
CellAntenna Challenges FCC on Cell Phone Jammers  
in US District Court of South Florida 

 
Company Argues a 1934 Ban on Jamming Equipment Impedes Ability of State  

and Local Law Enforcement to Respond to Terrorist Attack 
 
Coral Springs, Florida– April 5, 2006 – CellAntenna Corporation, a leading provider of 

cellular communication solutions, announced today the filing of an action in the US 

District Court of the Southern District of Florida challenging a   law enforced by the 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to prohibit the use of cellular and radio 

frequency jamming equipment by state and local governments.  

CellAntenna argues that several sections of the Federal Communications Act (FCA) 

of 1934 violate the 14th amendment of the Constitution and conflict with both the public 

interest and the wishes of Congress. Additionally, the FCC rules put at risk the lives of first 

responders and the public in the event of a terrorist attack using a remote controlled 

improvised explosive device (RCIED).  

“To not allow first responders, state and local law enforcement officers the option 

of using this technology in the event of a terrorist threat or attack places the physical safety 

of the public, as well as that of our protectors, in jeopardy,” noted Howard Melamed, 

Founder and CEO of CellAntenna. “This is about saving lives. Government Acts should 

further the public interests and in a post-9/11 world, radio frequency jamming technology 

is a crucially important tool in the fight against terrorism.” 

Section 302 of the FCA of 1934 limits the state and local use of cellular and radio 

jamming devices, granting use of such equipment solely to the federal government. While 

originally intended to preserve open airways within the U.S., the current interpretations of 

the FCA prohibits state and local emergency responders from arming themselves with 

jamming equipment that could be used in the event of a terrorist attack. CellAntenna argues 

that this position conflicts with the 2002 Homeland Security Act (HSA) on the need for 

emergency responders to use new technologies to defend the U.S. against terrorist threats.  

Radio Frequency jamming equipment obstructs radio and cellular frequencies and 

prevents a device from receiving signals.  Increasingly, insurgent groups in Iraq and 

terrorist cells abroad have begun to turn to cellular-triggered explosives as a means of 

attacking civilian and military targets. Armed with cellular jamming technology, 



emergency first responders – almost always state and local personnel – could quickly 

eliminate risks posed by cellular- or radio-triggered explosives and limit further detonations 

immediately following an attack. The 1934 Act, however, keeps state and local officials 

from having access to the technology. 

“The provisions of the 1934 Act and FCC regulations that prohibit the sale of 

jamming devices to state and local law enforcement agencies are not rationally related to 

legitimate government interest, therefore violating the due process clause of the 14th 

Amendment,” said Jeffrey Sarrow, Attorney for CellAntenna. “In fact, these laws clearly 

conflict with the intent of Congress as expressed in the HSA of 2002, which emphasizes 

the need for local law enforcement agencies to acquire technology to defend against 

terrorist threats.”  

 

The FCC is responsible for the commercial licensing of radio waves, and should not 

be responsible for the determination of whether state and local officials can use technology 

to fight terrorism, 

” Melamed added. “We simply ask that our government at all levels be allowed to defend 

our nation against terrorist threats.” 

Further information on cellular jamming equipment or CellAntenna Corporation is 

available at www.cellantenna.com.  

  

About CellAntenna Corporation 

Headquartered in Coral Springs, Florida, CellAntenna Corporation has more than 30,000 

customers throughout the United States, Europe and South America. CellAntenna has experienced 

phenomenal growth, quickly becoming a multimillion-dollar e-commerce business. CellAntenna 

Corporation and its subsidiary, CellAntenna Limited, are the only companies across the globe that 

offer total engineered solutions for customers with cellular signal issues. In addition, CellAntenna 

CJAM signal jammers are sold to federal government agencies throughout the world. For more 

information go to: www.cellantenna.com. 
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